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King  day  celebrated  in  Hub 

Hundreds  pay  homage  to  slain  leader 


Gov.  Weld  addresses  the  audience  on  the  steps  of  the  State 
House  on  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Day.  (Photo  by  Byron  Hurt) 


By  Garvey  Mcintosh 
Onyx  Staff 

On  this  snowy  afternoon, 
the  bells  for  peace  and 
nonviolence  rang  throughout 
Boston.  As  a  crowd  of  on- 
lookers awaited  the  first  "Let 
Freedom  Ring"  ceremony 
outside  the  State  House  on 
Jan.  20,  Gov.  William  F. 
Weld  and  his  appointed 
Holiday  Commission  cele- 
brated the  birthday  of  the 
man  who  meant  so  much  to 
so  many  people.  The  com- 
mission is  a  12 -member 
committee  consisting  of 
noteworthy  civic  leaders. 

"The  duties  of  the 
committee  are  to  work  to 
promote  among  the  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth  an 
awareness  and  appreciation  of 
the  life  and  work  of  Dr. 


Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  " 
said  Weld. 

The  program  began  with 
Weld's  welcome,  followed  by 
a  ceremonial  ringing  of  the 
Liberty  Bell  on  the  front  steps 
of  the  State  House.  The 
activities  proceeded  inside  as 
guests  were  greeted  with 
welcoming  remarks  from 
WLVI  TV's  Natalie 
Christian,  host  of  "Visions", 
and  a  rousing  performance  by 
the  musical  group  Classic 
Example,  who  sang  the 
National  Anthem. 

The  guest  speaker  of  the 
celebration  was  the  Reverend 
Barbara  C.  Harris,  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts. 
Harris  said,  "  Brother  Martin 
would  be  astounded  by  the 
progress  we  have  made  in 
1992.  He  would  also  be 
troubled    by    the  drugs, 


violence  and  crime  com- 
mitted by  our  young  people". 

The  Bay  State  Choral 
Chapter  and  the  Combined 
Chorus  sang  uplifting  gospel 
selections,  followed  Dy 
closing  remarks  by  Michael 
M.  Murphy,  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  counsel. 

The  reception  followed  the 
ceremonies  at  the  foot  of  the 
Statehouse  staircase.  Bob 
the  Chefs  provided  delicious 
fried  chicken,  scrumptious 
cornbread  and  thirst-quen- 
ching iced  tea  that  would 
make  your  grandmother 
green  with  envy. 

It  was  an  honorable  first 
celebration  for  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  and  as  Rev. 
Harris  stated,  "We  look 
forward  to  Dr.  King's 
birthday  celebrations  from 
now  on,"  she  said. 


Alpha  Kappa  Alpha: 
84  years  of  service 


By  Michelle  Lance 
Onyx  Staff 

NORTHEASTERN  - 
Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority 
Incorporated,  lota  Gamma 
Chapter,  celebrated  their 
84th  anniversary  on  Sunday 
Jan.  20,  1992.  The  sorority, 
one  of  the  largest 
traditionally  African-Am- 
erican sororities,  celebrated 
the  milestone  by  honoring  its 
16  founders  and  their  success 
as  a  national  organization- 

Soror  Emmlynn  Leroi,  a 
student  at  Northeastern, 
asked  "Where  do  we  go  from 
here?"  in  a  speech  given  to 
members  and  their  guests. 


Leroi  challenged  the 
audience  to  continue  to  do 
more  in  the  future.  Leroi 
believes  that  it  is  essential  for 
members  of  the  sorority,  as 
well  as  students  to  help  the 
African-American 
community  through  eco- 
nomic development,  training 
and  by  having  respect  for  one 
another. 

"As  a  national  organization 
Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority 
has  made  gigantic  strides," 
said  Leroi.  "We  have  come 
84  years  and  like  the  Civil 
Rights  Movement,  we  have 
leveled  off.  We  should 
continue  to  cover  job 
training  and  education.  If  we 


don't  help  our  people  to 
learn  these  skills,  they  won't 
have  a  job." 

Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  has 
founded  and  participated  in 
many  social  programs.  In 
1962,  the  sorority  founded 
the  Cleveland  Job  Corp,  one 
of  their  most  successful 
national  programs.  The 
Cleveland  Job  Corp  is  a 
residential  training  program 
in  which  young  adults  are 
given  a  place  to  stay  until 
they  can  earn  their  own 
money  and  master  a  trade. 
The  African  Village  and  the 
Mississippi  Health  Project 
are  two  other  successful 
programs  that  Alpha  Kappa 


Iota  Gamma  members  display  unity  on  Founder's  Day. 

(Photo  by  Byron  Hurt) 


Alpha  has  participated  in. 

Northeastem's  Iota  Gamma 
chapter  members  are 
currently  "track-layers" 
within  the  Boston  com- 


munity. Every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  the  chapter  helps 
out  at  Rosie's  Place  on 
Harrison  Avenue  in  Boston 

continued  on  page  5. 


Music  rings  in  King  Convocation  at  Northeastern 


Azell  Murphy 
Onyx  Staff 

It  wasn't  just  the  music 
because  anyone  can  leam  to 
play  the  piano.  It  wasn't  just 
the  lyrics  because  anyone  can 
leam  the  words  to  old  Negro 
spirituals.  It  was  the  en- 
thusiasm and  talent  of  Dr. 
Horace  Boyer  which  made  his 
recent  address  at  North- 
eastern's  11th  Annual  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Convocation  so  gripping  and 
so  moving. 

On  a  frigid  January  16th, 
one  day  after  Dr.  King's 
birthday,  students  and  faculty 
assembled  in  Blackman 
Auditorium  to  be  transported 


into  the  warm  soulful  world 
of  gospel  music.  A  music, 
according  to  Boyer,  that 
inspired  Dr.  King. 

Dr.  Boyer,  a  professor  of 
both  Music  Theory  and 
African-American  Music  at 
the  University  of  Mas- 
sachusetts at  Amherst, 
educated  and  entertained  the 
audience  as  he  hosted  a 
gospel  journey  back  to  the 
"Old  ships  of  Zion". 

Boyer  took  the  audience 
back  to  Jamestown,  Virginia, 
where  the  first  African  slaves 
set  foot  onto  American  soil. 
He  told  the  audience  how  the 
first  Africans  must  have  felt 
when  they  heard  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  way  of  singing  which 


was  much  less  heartfelt  and 
spirited  than  what  they  were 
accustomed  to  in  their 
homeland. 

Effortlessly  the  doctor 
would  belt  out  a  tune  to 
emphasize  and  illustrate  his 
points.  Boyer  related  to  the 
audience  how  gospel  evolved 
and  survived  even  though  the 
slaves  were  unable  to  read 
the  English  language.  Boyer 
says,  the  slaves  who 
memorized  the  songs  would 
sing  a  line  and  the  others 
would  repeat  the  line,  adding 
crescendos  and  carrying  the 
line  at  their  own  pace, 
cultivating  the  signature 
sound  which  we  unmistakably 
recognize  today  as  gospel 


music. 

"You  haven't  heard 
anything  until  you've  heard  a 
hundred  black  people  who 
know  how  to  belt  it  out  like 
this,"  Boyer  said.  "It  could  go 
on  for  half  an  hour." 

Boyer  showed  the  audience 
how  gospel  music  can  so 
naturally  transform  any  tune 
into  true  gospel.  To  illustrate, 
Boyer  asked  the  audience  to 
identify  a  familiar  tune  they 
have  all  heard  before.  The 
audience  was  surprised  and 
impressed  when  Boyer  belted 
out  the  lyrics  to  "Amazing 
Grace"  to  the  tune  of  the 
New  Year's  Song. 

continued  on  page  8. 
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A  dream  deferred 


Here  it  is  24  years  after  the 
assassination  of  an  idealist 
who  dreamed  that  racism  and 
injustice  would  one  day  be 
eradicated. 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
dreamed  of  a  better  world;  a 
fair  world,  an  equal  world. 
Yet,  nearly  two  and  a  half 
decades  later  the  desperation 
of  his  words  run  deep  and  can 
still  be  felt. 

In  the  1960's  King 
dreamed  that  one  day  all 
people  would  be  deemed  as 
equal  counterparts  and  would 
embrace  equal  opportunities. 
Yet,  in  the  90*s  only  33 
percent  of  black  high  school 
graduates  ages  18  to  24  are 
enrolled  in  college,  compared 
with  40  percent  for  whites, 
according  to  the  American 
Council  on  Education. 

Before  any  two  entities  can 
be  judged  as  equal,  common 
leverage  is  essential. 

In  a  famous  speech,  King 
tells  the  story  of  a  visit  he 
and  his  wife  made  to  the 


beautiful  country  of  India. 
King  dreamed  that  one  day 
the  homelessness  and 
starvation  which  he  saw 
there  would  be  wiped  out. 
Yet,  according  to  the 
National  Coalition  for  the 
Homeless,  the  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban 
Development  estimates  that 
there  are  between  600,00 
and  700,00  homeless  people 
on  American  streets  on  any 
given  night,  9  percent  being 
children. 

Before  we  can  make  a 
valid  contribution  elsewhere, 
we  need  to  clean  up  within 
the  confines  of  our  own 
home- 
King  dreamed  of  a  world 
where  one  day  little  black 
and  white  children  could 
play  together  totally 
oblivious  to  the  color  of  the 
skin  of  their  playmates.  Yet, 
on  January  20th,  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  observances 
turned  to  violence  in  Denver 
when  thousands  of  demon- 


strators started  throwing 
rocks  and  bottles  at  a  bus 
carrying  Ku  Klux  Klan 
members  from  a  rally  on  the 
State  Capitol  step. 

Before  our  children  can 
learn  to  love  one  another, 
their  parents  must  stop 
teaching  them  to  hate. 

Some  say  we've  come  a 
long  way  from  having  to  sit 
in  the  back  of  the  bus  and 
having  to  use  separate  water 
fountains,  and  that  much  is 
true.  But  we  are  fighting  in  a 
different  type  of  ring  now 
and  the  ground  rules  are  less 
structured,  more  opaque.. 

We  can  not  afford  to  buy 
into  the  few  token  appoint- 
ments which  have  been  made 
to  make  it  appear  as  if 
injustice  and  racism  are  only 
taboo  words  of  the  past. 

One  day  perhaps  they  will 
be,  but  not  until  then  can  we 
stop  fighting,  stop  dreaming, 
stop  making  a  way  out  of  no 
way. 

-  A?ell  Murphy 


-  Announcements- 


•  Omega  Psi  Phi  Fraternity, 
Inc.  Gamma  Chapter  will  be 
celebrating  its  75th 
anniversary  on  February  7-9 
at  the  Westin  Hotel  in 
Copley  Plaza.  There  will  be 
a  series  of  events  including 
guest  speakers,  panels  and  an 
Omega  Psi  Phi/Delta  Sigma 
Theta  Sorority  Inc.  Semi- 
formal.  For  more  info- 
rmation, call  Greg  Hunter  at 
396-2844. 

•SENIORS  are  asked  to 
stop  by  202  Stearns  to 
complete  exit  interviews. 
You  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  give  your  opinion  about 
co-op  and  the  interviews 
will  take  only  a  few  minutes. 

•The  City  of  Cambridge 
Department  of  Human 
Service  Programs  is  in  need 
of  a  Housing  Search 
Coordinator,  a  Community 
Network  Coordinator  and  a 
Project  Program  Assistant. 
For  more  information,  call 
349-6200. 

•Northeastern  Dining 
Services  will  be  celebrating 
Black  History  Month  by 
featuring  a  night  of 
traditionally  Southern  dishes 
on  February  6th  at  Speare, 
Stetson  East  and  Stetson 
West  between  4:30  and  6:30 
p.m.  The  fee  for  non-food 
plan  students  is  $7.25  for  all 
you  can  eat. 

•Career  Expo  Planning 
Committee,  Inc.  will  be 
sponsoring  a  resource  and 
information  student 
workshop  on  February  19 
from  1:00-5:00  at  the  Westin 
Hotel  in  Copley  Plaia.  To 


pre- register,  call  the  Career 
Expo  Center  at  426-6667. 

•The  African-American 
Institute  will  be  sponsoring 
the  following  events  during 
the  month  of  February: 

February  3,  1992 
Lecture:  "The  Struggle  For 
Educational  Equity:  A  Black 
Woman's  Perspective" 
Guest  Speaker  Rose  Sanders, 
Selma  Alabama  Lawyer  and 
Activist 

Location:  AAI  Library 

February  10, 1992 
Lecture:  "The  Cabot 
Family's  Beverly  Cotton 
Manufacturing  And  Textile 
Industry  In  Post  Revol- 
utionary Massachusetts" 
Guest  Speaker  Prof.  Ronald 
Bailey,  African-American 
Studies 

Location:  AAI  Library 


February  13,  1992 
11:45  a.m. 

Lecture:  "Along  the  Trails 
of  Freedom" 

Guest  Speaker:  Verdaya 
Mitchell-Brown,  Program 
Director  Museum  of  Afro- 
American  History 
Location:  African-American 
Institute 


February  13,  1992 
6:30  p.m. 

Lecture:  "The  History  of 
the  Black  Student  Move- 
ment at  Northeastern" 
Guest  Speaker:  Stephan 
Eaton,  Co-founder  of  the 
(National)  Northeastern 
Black  Student  Association 


Location:  African-American 
Institute 


February  18,  1992 
7:00  p.m. 

Ninth  Annual  Dean  Roland 
E.  Latham  Oratory  Com- 
petition 

Location:  Ell  Student  Center 
Ballroom 


February  22,  1992 
2:00  p.m. 

Lecture:  "Color 
Confrontation  in  America 
and  the  World" 
Guest  Speaker:  Dr.  Frances 
Cress-Welsing,  author  of 

The  Isis  Papers  

Location:  African-American 
Institute 


February  24,  1992 
Lecture:       "Life  And 
Writing     Of  W.E.B. 
DuBois" 

Dr.    Herbert  Aptheker, 
Historian  &.  Scholar 
Location:  AAI  Library 

February  25,  1992 
4:30  p.m. 

Lecture:  "A  Holistic 
Approach  to  Better  Health 
Through  the  Use  of  Herbs" 

Guest  Speaker:  Stephan 
Eaton 

Location:  African-American 
Institute 


February  27,  1992 
7:00  p.m. 

Annual  Black  History  Bowl 
Finals 

Location:  Ell  Center 
Ballroom 


Ain't  no 
stopping  us 


In  an  effort  to  improve  the 
standards  of  collegiate 
student-athletes,  the  NCAA 
has  recently  passed  legislation 
that  would  place  more 
emphasis  on  SAT  scores.  The 
sliding  eligibility  scale, 
proposed  by  the  College 
President's  Commission,  now 
says  that  in  order  to  be 
awarded  an  athletic 
scholarship,  an  athlete  must 
have  a  2.5  G.P.A  combined 
with  a  700  score  on  their 
SAT.  However,  if  an  athlete 
scores  higher  on  the  SAT, 
then  the  G.P.A.  requirement 
is  lowered.  Get  it?  The 
higher  the  SAT  score —  the 
lower  the  G.P.A. —  Welcome 
to  our  college. 

In  1985  the  college  athletic 
world  was  rocked  when  the 
NCAA  made  its  first  attempt 
to  set  standards  when  they 
announced  Proposition  48, 
the  first  academic  guidelines 
for  scholarship  athletes  in 
NCAA  history.  African- 
Americans  were  outraged 
over  the  new  rule,  arguing 
that  using  SAT  scores  to 
determine  athletic  scholarship 
would  leave  African- 
American  athletes  behind. 
Contrary  to  what  most 
Proposition  48  opponents 
believed,  the  rule  did  work. 
College  graduation  rates  for 
African-Americans  has 
increased  by  33  percent. 
More  African-American 
athletes  are  graduating  from 
college  today  than  in  1985. 
So  then,  you  might  ask,  What 
is  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
standards  once  again?  Is  it 
because  too  many  African- 
American  men  and  women 
athletes  are  on  our  TV. 


screens  every  Saturday 
afternoon  excelling  and 
revolutionizing  college  sport? 
Or  is  it  because  more  and 
more  African-American 
student-athletes  are  strolling 
across  white  college 
campuses,  going  to  class, 
doing  their  homework  and 
then  graduating  by  an 
increase  of  33  percent? 

The  NCAA  has  been 
under  the  microscope  for 
many  years  as  a  result  of  the 
immoral  recruiting  practices 
used  to  lure  athletes,  usually 
black,  to  their  school.  Now 
the  NCAA  is  making  every 
effort  to  try  and  ditch  that 
bad  image  by  raising  standard 
after  standard;  even  when 
standards  that  are  in  effect 
are  undoubtedly  working.  It's 
window  dressing  at  its  best  by 
both  the  President's 
Commission  and  the  NCAA. 
As  a  result,  73  percent  of 
African-American  student- 
athletes  will  be  affected  by 
this  rule  which  is  slated  to 
take  effect  in  1995.  But  as 
African-Americans  we  must 
not  be  afraid  of  higher 
standards,  even  when  those 
standards  are  being  set  by 
someone  of  another  color. 
We  must  take  every 
challenge  in  our  path  and 
fight  to  overcome  it  as  we 
always  have.  We  overcame 
the  first  Proposition  48.  We 
burrowed  through  the 
second.  And  in  1995  we  will 
begin  to  chip  away  at  the 
newest  barrier  set  by  the 
NCAA.  All  the  while  we 
will  be  creating  more 
intelligent,  self-sufficient 
African-American  athletes. 

-  Byron  Hurt 
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d  Iris  music 

Street  performer  hopes  fame  will  match  talent 


By  Byron  P.  Hurt 
Onyx  Staff 

Boston —  Down  beneath 
the  earth's  surface  lies  an 
amazing  underworld.  A  train 
screeches  to  a  halt.  A  man 
squirms  his  way  into  a 
cramped  train  headed  for 
Boston  College.  A  woman 
waits  patiently  reading  the 
Metro  section  of  the  Boston 
Globe.  And  a  seerng-eye  dog 
lies  dutifully  next  to  his  boss 
as  a  hand  extends  itself  and 
drops  one  dollar  into  a 
bucketful  of  quarters,  dimes, 
and  nickels.  All  the  while, 
singer  Gerry  Mack  sees 
nothing. 

Bom  blind,  Mack  doesn't 
let  his  seeing  disability  impair 
his  vocal  ability. 

Every  time  he  hears  the 
sound  of  coins  rattle  against 
his  bucket  he  senses  that  the 
music  that  he  is  making  is 
good  enough  to  help  put  food 
on  the  table  for  his  wife  and 
three  children. 

"These  are  bad  times 
here,"  said  the  40  year-old 
Mack.  "A  trickle  here,  a 
trickle  there,  It's  enough  to 
keep  me  going." 

Mack  has  been 
entertaining  the  people  of 
Boston  with  his  keyboard 
accompanied  Rhytnm  &. 
Blues  singing  for  20  years. 
Mack's  show  is  good  enough 


to  empty  the  pockets  of  even 
the  poorest  of  souls  after 
listening  to  his  rendition  of 
Stevie  Wonder's  "Ribbon  In 
the  Sky."  Mack's  version  of 
the  song  is  so  moving  that 
even  Stevie  himself  would 
chuck  in  a  quarter  or  two.  So 
why  does  Stevie  make 
millions  in  Madison  Square 
Garden  and  Gerry  only 
quarters  at  Government 
Center? 

"Nobody  wants  you  when 
you're  down  and  out,"  said 
Mack.  His  self-explanatory 
answer  just  happens  to  be  the 
title  off  of  his  one-week  old 
album  entitled  "Any  Day 
Now." 

"It's  just  so  hard  when  you 
have  a  family.  I  have 
responsibilities,"  he  said. 

Despite  his  responsibilities, 
Mack  makes  room  for  his 
music.  He  travels  all  the  way 
from  Bristol,  R.l.  with  his 
keyboard  in  hand  and  his  dog 
by  his  side.  When  he  is  not 
singing,  Mack  goes  to  school 
part-time  at  Roger  Williams 
College  in  Providence.  If  he 
had  the  money,  the  smooth- 
singing  street  player  would  be 
a  student  enrolled  in  the  Arts 
&  Sciences  Speech 
Communication  Department 
at  Northeastern. 

"Northeastern's  a  damn 
good  school,"  said  Mack.  "I'd 
go  there  if  I  had  the  duckets. 


Street  musician  Gerry  Mack 

They  have  an  awesome 
communications  program  plus 
they  have  a  damn  good 
college  radio  station,"  he  said, 
referring  to  WRBB-Boston. 

Originally  from  Queens, 
New  York,  Mack  came  up 
north  for  circuitous  reasons. 
He  heard  about  the  street 
players  in  Boston  after 
moving  to  Cape  Cod  and  has 
been  playing  on  the  streets  of 
Boston  ana  in  various  train 
stations  around  the  Hub  ever 
since.  Now  that  times  are 
harder  for  everyone,  Mack 
has  been  feeling  a  difference 
in  the  bottom  of  his  bucket. 

"With  the  economy  the 
way  that  it  is,  musicians  who 


play  on  the  streets  don't  do  as 
well  as  they  used  to,"  he  said. 
"The  unemployment  rate  is  7 
percent  for  everybody  and  14 
percent  for  blacks.  It's  not 
easy  these  days." 

So  does  he  expect  to 
become  a  millionaire 
superstar  once  his  album, 
which  includes  melodies  like 
"Pouring  Down  Rain," 
"Catchin'  Fire"  and  Stop  on 
By"  get  some  airplay? 

"That's  a  silly  question!" 
exclaimed  Mack.  Of  course 
I'd  like  to  be  a  Jefferey 
Osborne  or  a  Freddie 
Jackson.  They  always  turn 
out  quality  music.  All  I  ever 
wanted  is  to  turn  out  serious 
quality  music.  If  a  person 
becomes  a  star,  then  its  a 
good  world.  If  not,  that's  the 
breaks.  All  you  can  do  is  try 
and  make  it,"  said  Mack. 

Coping  with  the  breaks  in 
the  music  industry  is 
something  Mack  has  done  at 
least  once  before  in  his 
career.  When  he  was  20 
years  old,  he  put  his  musical 
talent  to  the  test  of  all  tests 
at  the  renowned  Apollo 
Theater  in  Harlem.  Mack 
lost  the  amateur  competition 
on  that  fateful  Wednesday 
evening,  but  it  took  a  serious 
case  of  strep  throat  to 
prevent  him  from  being 
declared  the  winner. 


"I  lost  but  they  didn't  boo 
me,"  he  said.  "I  was  on 
enough  antibiotics  to  kill  a 
racehorse,"  joked  the 
congenial  Mack. 

At  the  end  of  the  day 
Mack  empties  the  bucket, 
packs  up  the  keyboard  and 
wakes  his  sleeping  tour  guide 
signaling  that  it  is  time  to  go 
home.  He'll  be  back  in 
Boston  tomorrow  to  write, 
direct  and  produce  his  one- 
man  show.  But  don't  think 
Mack  will  be  easy  to  find. 
Same  bat  dog,  same  bat 
songs,  but  probably  not  the 
same  bat  location  for  the 
wandering  singer.  Mack 
hardly  appears  at  the  same 
location  twice  in  a  row. 

"These  spots  are  hard  to 
get.  It's  not  assured  that  I'll 
be  here  tomorrow." 

And  by  the  way,  if  you 
happen  to  bump  into  a  blind 
musical  genius  singing  a 
Gerry  Mack  original,  don't 
just  keep  walking,  chuck  a 
quarter  or  two  into  his 
bucket.  It  might  help  him 
pay  for  classes  at  North- 
eastern. 

Gerry  Mack  does 
weddings,  parties  and 
private  functions.  For  more 
info  call  (401) 
253-5121 
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GAMMA  CHAPTER  REUNION 
FEBRUARY  7-9,  1992 
BOSTON,  MA 

Welcome  Reception; 

Friday.  Feb.  7,1992  7pm  until 
Westin  Hotel  •  Copley  Boston 

ftmeca  Breakfast 

Saturday,  Feb  8.1992  8:30am-10:30pm 
Westin  Hotel  -  Copley  Boston 

Speaker  and  Panel  Discussion; 

Saturday,  Feb.  8,  1992  ll:00am-2:00pm 
Brother  Richard  Taylor  (Secretary  Dept.  of  Transportation) 

Honorable  Edgar  A.  Imvc  Dinner  Banquet; 

Saturday  Feb.  8,  1992  6:30pm-8:30pm 
Boston  World  Trade  Center  -  Harborview 

Omegci  Psi  PhilDeltn  Sifmn  Theta  Semi  formal 

Saturday  Feb.  8.1992  9pm-unUl 
Boston  World  Trade  Center/  Free  Shuttle  from  Westin  Hotel 

Farewell  Brunch: 

Sunday  Feb.  9,1992  10:30am- 1:30pm 
Westin  Hotel  -  Copley  Boston 

For  More  Information  Contact: 
Gregg  Hunter  (617)  396-2844 
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All  in  the  name  of  God 

Mattapan  CZ^tixarotx  a  beacon  of  hope 


Rev. 


By  Byron  P.  Hurt 
Onyx  Staff 


Amid  all  of  the 
drugs,  gangs 
violence  and 
hopelessness  that 
has  become  the 
tragic  image  of  the 
Blue  Hill  section 
of  Mattapan, 
brightly  shines'  a 
morning  star. 

For  the  past  27 
years,  Morning 
Star  Baptist 
Church,  located 
on  the  Dorch- 
ester-Mattapan 
city  line,  has  been 
giving  love,  hope, 
and  inspiration  to 
a  community  that 
is  all  too  familiat 
with  the  negative  aspects  of 
urban  life.  Worshipers 
travel  from  as  far  away  as 
Manchester,  New  Hampshire 
to  participate  in  the 
spiritually-ignited  services 
that  fills  the  small  church 
with  the  spirit  of  God.  Men 
and  women  rejoice,  children 
sing,  and  deacons  give  praise 
to  the  Lord  as  the  melodious 
sounds  of  gospel  music  rise  as 
high  as  the  rafters  every 
Sunday  morning  and 
afternoon. 

What  distinguishes  Mom- 
ing  Star  from  most  churches 
is  the  atmosphere  that 
prevails  in  each  of  the  two 
services.  Members  of  the 
church  say  that  its  33  year- 
old  pastor  and  ministerial 
leader,  John  M.  Borders  III  is 
one  big  reason  for  the 
distinction. 

"I  believe  he  is  being 
moved  by  a  higher  power 
and  not  by  his  own 
conviction,"  said  North- 
eastern's  football  coach  Theo 
Lemon. 


It  was  merely 
coincidental  that  Lemon 
found  Morning  Star  while 
searching 
for  a 
church 
home  just 
one  month 
after 
moving  to 
Boston 
from 
C  i  n  c  i  n  - 
nati,  Ohio. 
He  was 
driving 
down  Blue 
Hill 
Avenue 
one  Sun- 
day after- 
noon and 
decided  to 

John  Borders  t  in; 

being  moved  by  the  spirit, 
Lemon  convinced  his  wife 
to  attend  the  church  the 
following  week.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  have  been 
members  of  the  church  for 
six  months.  Lemon  says 
that  what  makes  Morning 
Star  so  different  is  that  you 
can  feel  the  spirit  from  the 
church,  the  people  and  the 
minister. 

"You  get  the  feeling  that 
he  puts  alot  of  time  into 
what  he  (Rev.  Borders)  was 
doing,"  said  Lemon.  "We 
had  seem  many  different 
things  in  Boston,  but 
Morning  Star  made  more 
sense." 

It  made  sense  to  most  of 
the  members  who  attended 
Morning  Star  for  the  first 
time.  Charmetria  Dight- 
man,  26,  of  Manchester, 
NH.  had  a  unique  exper- 
ience her  first  time  around 
at  the  church  when  she  was 
still  a  student  at  Boston 
University. 


Am  You  Ready  to  Make 
A  Positive  Contribution? 

Be  part  of  a  progressive 
program,  become  a 
Peer  Counselor 


The  African-American  Institute  Counseling 
Office  is  now  accepting  applications  for 
Peer  Counseling  positions. 

If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a  peer 
counselor,  see  Leslie  Mallory  in  Room  204 

of  the  Institute  or  call  Sidney  Holloway 
x3141,  Dean  Ella  Robinson  x2787  or  Nicole 
Smith  at  288-5834. 

UNITY  IS  PROGRESS 


The  Morning  Star  Baptist  Church  in  Mattapan  is  a  bright  spot  on  Blue  Hill  Avenue. 

(Photo  by  Byron  Hurt) 


"It  was  the  first  church 
where  1  developed  a  closeness 
with  God,"  said  Dightman. 
"You  can  actually  feel  the 
spirit  move  through  you." 

For  Dightman,  listening  to 
Rev.  Borders  spread  the  word 
of  God  is  well  worth  the  one 
hour  commute  she  makes 
each  Sunday.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  Morning  Star 
since  October,  1987  and 
thinks  highly  of  the  young 
pastor's  ministerial  style. 

"He  tries  to  develop  the 
congregation,"  said 
Dightman.  "He  certainly  is  a 
man  of  God  and  a  spiritual 
person." 

Just  19  years  after  the 
church  was  founded,  Borders 
became  the  youngest  pastor 
in  New  England  at  age  23. 
Not  all  has  been  well  under 
the  10-year  pastorship  of 
Borders.  During  his  tenure 
he  has  faced  scrutiny  and  was 
almost  removed  as  church 
leader.  The  tradition  of  older 
ministers  was  the  norm  at 
Morning  Star  and  some 
members  were  unhappy  with 
Border's  youthful  ways. 


"Being  the  pastor  of  a 
church  is  a  powerful 
position,"  said  Borders. 
"There  are  always  challenges 
to  a  young  minister.  People 
were  unhappy  with  the 
sermon." 

False  accusations  and 
vicious  rumors  also  burdened 
the  minister.  "It  became  so 
strong  that  someone  tried  to 
move  me  out,"  Borders  said. 
No  longer  the  youngest 

Sastor  in  New  England, 
orders  has  gained  strength 
and  wisdom  as  a  church 
leader.  He  now  looks  ahead 
to  the  future  optimistically. 

Borders  unconventional 
style  of  preaching  attracted 
more  members  that  it  could 

Physically  hold.  When 
orders  took  over  the  pulpit 
in  1981,  the  church  had  only 
75  members.  Today, 
Morning  Star's  membership 
has  risen  to  1,700  people  and 
is  increasing  with  each 
service.  Borders  believes 
that  the  enormous  growth  in 
the  church  is  due  mainly  to 
its  similarities  to  southern 
baptist  churches  and  the  way 


people  respond  to  the  energy 
within  the  church. 

"Our  greatest  asset  is  that 
people  believe  that  we 
believe  in  what  we  do,"  said 
Borders.  "One  member  will 
join  and  that  member  will 
bring  in  other  members  of 
their  family.  People  are  free 
to  express  themselves  in  any 
way  they  feel.  Everyone  is 
welcome." 

Borders  recalled  one 
Sunday  morning,  after 
opening  the  church  to  the 
congregation,  when  a  zealous 
woman  ran  up  the  aisle  and 
into  the  arms  of  Rev.  Borders 
nearly  knocking  the 
diminutive  pastor  down. 

"You  cannot  produce  that 
type  of  reaction,"  said 
Borders.  "It's  not  manu- 
factured and  yet  it  happens 
enough  to  us  that  we 
appreciate  it.  We  want  the 
Lord  to  move  mightily  at  this 
church." 

Soon  Morning  Star 
members  will  have  a  mightier 
home  to  worship  in.  Plans 
for   a   bigger  and  more 

Continued  on  page  6. 


BE  IMAGINATIVE,  BE  CREATIVE, 
BE  YOURSELF 

NEEDS  A  CATCHY  AND 
UNIQUE  SLOGAN  THAT  WE 

CAN  CALL  OUR  OWN 


DROP  YOUR  SLOGAN  IDEAS  OFF  IN  THE  ONYX 
BOX  LOCATED  IN  THE  ELL  CENTER  NEAR  THE 
INFORMATION  BOOTH 

LET  YOUR  CREATIVE  JUICES  FLOW 
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•  Founder's  Day 

Continued  from  page  I 

by    serving    dinner  to 

unfortunate  women.  The 

organization  also  has  an 

annual  Halloween  Project 

to  keep  children  off  the 

street. 

Members  Sharon  Brown, 
Amy  Thomas  and  Dyan 
Smiley  participate  in  other 
various  projects  in  the 
surrounding  community. 

Sharon  Brown  gives  up 
some  of  her  time  at  the 
Children's  Hospital  where 
she  reads  to  children. 

Amy  Thomas,  a  former 
swimmer  on  the  North- 
eastern swim  team,  teaches 
the  children  of  the  Man- 
dela Sports  Program  how  to 
swim. 

"I  take  nine  boys  to 
Boston  City  Hospital  on 
Saturday  mornings  and  try 
to  get  the  children  to  get 
the  feel  for  the  water." 

Although  the  sorority  has 
made  many  imprints  in  the 
sands  of  time,  members  still 
feel  that  work  within  the 
community  should  not  be 
left  to  organizations  alone. 
Dyan  Smiley  recommended 
that  there  be  more  part- 
icipation from  students  on 
campus. 


Exhibit  is 
a  first  for 
LASO 

Show  highlights 
Latino  culture 

By  Liz  Caldas 
Onyx  Staff 

What  lay  beyond  the  once 
indigenous  Mayan,  Inca  and 
Aztec  empires?  More  than 
ancient  artifacts,  extra- 
ordinary religious  ritual  and 
the  fatal  influence  of  historic 
European  explorers  and 
conquerors.  Here  lay  the 
roots  of  Latino  culture,  a 
culture  recently  celebrated  in 
an  exhibition  at  North- 
eastern University. 

As  a  contribution  to 
Northeas tern's  multicultural 
diversity  campaign  and  in  an 
attempt  to  spread  awareness 
of  the  Latin  culture, 
Northeastern 's  Latin  Amer- 
ican Student  Organization 
(LASO)  established  its  first 
heritage  exhibition. 

The  three  day  exhibit  began 
in  the  African-American 
Institute  where  LASO  faculty 


Some  of  the  arts  and  crafts  displayed  at  the  Latin  American  Student  Organization's  exhibit 
at  the  African -American  Institute. 

(Photo  by  JeffCnddock) 
human  rights  violations  of 
Central  America  and  parts 
of  South  America  and  racial 
discrimination  suffered  by 
Latinos  in  America. 

Ouest  speaker  Jack  Levin,  a 
Sociology  professor  at 
Northeastern  was  one  of  the 
most  influential  guest 
speakers.  Levin  commented 
that  Latino  college  students 
have  the  ability  to 
counteract  any  false  images. 

Continued  on  page  6. 


advisor  William  Rodriguez 
welcomed  Northeastern 
students  and  faculty,  parents, 
friends  and  high  school 
Latino  students  from 
Madison  Park  High  School. 
This  group  of  students  was  a 
special  guest  at  the  exhibit 
since  LASO  and  Madison 
Park  Latino  advisors  are 
working  on  a  "Big  Sister" 
type  program  where  LASO 
members  will  meet  with  the 
high  school  students  on  a 


weekly  basis. 
The  exhibition  explored  the 
roots  of  yesterday's  and 
today's  Latino  culture  by 
presenting  facts  dating  back 
to  the  ancient  Mayans,  Incas 
and  Aztecs,  the  natives  of 
what  is  now  South  America, 
as  well  as  discussing  and 
presenting  speeches  con- 
cerning the  controversial 
issues  Latinos  face  in  both 
South  America  and  the 
United     States,  such  as 


Northeastern's  Black  Senior  Committee  invites  you  to  a 

KEN'S  PUB  JAM 


Come  and  Jamm 

WITH  THE 
GRADUATING 
SENIORS 


684  Mass  Ave.  Cambridge 
February  22,  1992 
9  p.m.-  2  a.m. 
$3  before  10:00  and  $5  after 


ffltzbz  gnu! 

THE  #NYX 
INFORMER  NEEP5 
MINORITY 
0OJRNAL15M, 
ANP 

AITVERTOIN^ 

TO  >J0N 
OlM  5TAFF 

Put  your  talents  to 
wrk  where  they  are 
most  needed 

Drop  by  Ell  Center.  Call  437-2250  or  267-2913 
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"How  has  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.  influenced  you?" 


He  influenced  me  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  he 
fought  tor.  And  everytime  1  think 
of  the  number  of  beatings  he  took, 
it  reinforces  my  committment  to 
help  black  students  take  advantage 
of  educational  opportunities. 

Dean  Ella  Robertson 


"Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  proved 
that  one  man  can  make  a 
difference  and  that  if  you  believe 
in  something  with  all  your  heart, 
you  can  never  fail." 

Chad  Robinson 


"He  has  influenced  me  in  the  way 
that  I  know  we  still  have  a  long 
way  to  go  until  racial  equality  is 
achieved." 

Taaeba  Fattah 


"Instead  of  celebrating  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  alone,  we  should 
look  into  all  our  ancestors  who 
contributed  to  the  Civil  Rights 
movement." 

Valencia  Hughes 


"He  made  me  realize  that 
knowing  my  black  history  is  of 
great  importance  and  I  should 
always  strive  to  reach  my  goals 
until  the  end." 

Shawn  tee  White- Yates 


"When  1  think  of  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.,  I  think  of  committment 
and  the  influence  he  has  had  on 
me  is  for  me  to  be  committed  to 
what  1  do." 

Counselor  Syndey  Holloway 


Baptist  church  is  a  shining  star  in  Mattapan 


Continued  from  page  4. 
resourceful  church  has  been 
a  major  task  for  the  church's 
building  committee  for  the 
past  seven  years.  They've 
been  meeting  with  city 
officials  and  discussing  town 
ordinances  at  community 
meetings. 

The  proposed  $3  million 
edifice  will  seat  1,500  people 
and  will  include  a  fully- 
staffed  daycare  and  an  adult 
education  program  to  be  held 
in  the  evening. 


At  present,  Morning  Star 
already  has  a  volunteer  GED 
program  in  place  and  is 
involved  in  a  food 
distribution  program  housed 
primarily  in  the  church. 

Borders  believes  that 
getting  involved  in 
community  affairs  is  an 
important  function  of  the 
church  and  with  the  growing 
problems  in  the  area,  the 
soft-spoken  reverend  is  quick 
to  take  to  the  streets. 

"Most  kids  in  the  street 


call  me  Rev.,"  he  said.  UI 
know  some  people  who  are  in 
gangs  but  I  don't  condemn 
them.  Everyone  sins.  I 
believe  in  meeting  a  person 
where  they  are." 

Borders  has  done  numerous 
funerals  for  young  African- 
Americans  kids  who  have 
died  as  a  result  of  gang 
violence.  Still,  Borders,  who 
views  the  glass  as  being  half 
full  rathef  than  half  empty,  is 
not  disheartened. 

"I  did  a  funeral  for  a  young 


man  who  was  shot  18  times. 
After  the  service  100  young 
people  accepted  God  into 
their  lives.  What  we  need  is 
revival  in  our  community 
and  that  only  comes  through 
prayer,"  said  Borders. 

Both  Borders  and  the 
members  understand  the 
socio-economic  problems 
that  surround  their  beloved 
church.  They  also  recognize 
the  spiritual  power  that  lies 
within  the  church.  So  if  it's 
hope,  inspiration  and  the 


{tower  of  God  that  your  are 
ooking  for  whether  you  are 
near  or  far,  go  straight  down 
Blue  Hill  Avenue  in 
Mattapan  and  look  for  the 
shining  star. 

Morning  Star  Baptist 
Church  is  located  at 
1257  Blue  Hill  Avenue  in 
Mattapan. Vans 
are  available  for  students 
interested  in 
attending  Sunday  services. 
Service  times  are  8:00  and 
11:00  a-m.  Call  298-2916. 


King  Convocation 


Continued  from  page  I 

"Black  people  are  not  going 
to  worship  without  music," 
said  Boyer.  "Africans  learned 
how  to  take  only  three  tunes 
and  make  150  or  so  songs  out 
of  them." 

Before  gospel  music 
inspired  Rev.  King,  it  first 
inspired  the  slaves  to  "ring 
dance".  Boyer  showed  the 
audience  how  the  slaves 
would  form  a  circle  and 
march  to  the  beat  of  a  song 
with  hunched  shoulders  and 
step  around  as  if  they  were 
cornshucking.  Known  today 
as  "shouting",  "getting  happy" 
or  "feeling  the  spirit",  ring 
dancing  is  first  cousin  to 
gospel  music. 


"African- American  gospel 
music  is  the  most  arresting 
music  of  the  20th  Century," 
Dr.  Boyer  said.  "And  it  has 
gone  through  an  important 
route  to  make  it  to  its  present 
day  level." 

In  the  20th  Century,  such 
performers  as  Rev.  james 
Cleveland,  Shirley  Caesar 
and  the  Winans  have 
contributed  greatly  to  making 
gospel  music  more  prevalent 
,  in  the  music  industry  than  it 
had  been  in  the  past.  But  it  is 
important  for  us  to  remember 
that  the  history  of  gospel  is 
just  as  beautiful  as  the  music 
itself. 


LASO  exhibit 


Continued  from  page  5 

He  also  called  for  all  people 
of  color  to  join  together 
and  celebrate  a  common 
culture  and  address 
common  problems. 

"Go  beyond  separatism. 
There's  power  in  numbers, 
there's  power  in  unity,  there 
is  potential  in  power 
coalitions,"  said  Levin. 

Northeastern  President 
Jack  Curry  encouraged 
students  to  continue  in 
their  education  and  keep 
their  grades  up. 


A  taste  of  Latin  culture  was 
sampled  courtesy  of  "Incas 
Son  ,  a  band  which  publicly 
performs  in  Harvard  Square, 
Downtown  Crossing,  and 
Tijuana  Restaurant  in 
Chelsea.  The  quartet  was 
accompanied  by  a  young 
female  who  acted  out  the 
traditional  Latin  dance. 

LASO  members  read  poetry 
written  by  important  figures 
of  Latin  heritage  such  as 
Pedro  Tieri,  who  wrote 
"Puerta  Rican  Obituary",  a 
poem  depicting  the  life  of  a 
young  Puerto  Rican  living  on 
the  brutal  streets  of  New 
York.  For  many  this  piece  was 


very  heartfelt.  William 
Rodregez  said  it  really  "hit 
home". 

On  the  final  day  all  were 
anticipating  the  grand 
finale.  words  of 
encouragement  and  pride 
were  abundantly  clear 
throughout  Frost  Lounge 
and  all  were  elated  to  learn 
about  the  new  Latin 
American  Studies  program 
at  Northeastern. 

Finally,  the  time 
came. ..music,  cake  and 
non-alcoholic  champagne- 
Yes,  a  parry!  A  celebration 
was  in  order.  A  celebration 
of  hard  work,  successful 
exhibiting  and  future 
prospects. 
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Black  Fact 


In  1924,  DeHart  Hubbard  won  national 
and  international  championships  in 
sprinting  and  the  broad  jump.  he 
established  world  records,  and  became 
the  first  African-American  to  participate 
in  the  Olympic  Games. 


A^dvice  Line 


Dear  Uzura: 

I  met  this  wonderful  guy  over  Thanksgiving  break  and  I  find 
myself  acting  totally  foolish  over  him.  This  guy  is  "perfect" 
for  me  but  he  lives  in  Houston  and  I'm  in  Boston.  He's 
perfect  because  he's  an  educated  black  man,  (third  year 
medical  student),  comes  from  a  good  family  and  he  believes  in 
the  family  unit.  He  is  also  "down"  for  the  betterment  of  our 
people  (I  could  go  on,  but  I  won't).  I  want  this  young 
brother  because  he  seems  to  have  it  "going  on".  Should  I 
keep  thinking  about  him,  pray  to  God  he's  the  one,  or  let  time 
take  its  toll? 

— A  fool  in  love  or  an  infatuated  fool. 


Dear  fool  in  love  or  an  infatuated  fool: 

There  is  nothing  wrong  with  being  "head  over  heels"  over  a 
young  man  who  has  it  "going  on". 

You  are  right,  it  sounds  like  he  is  perfect,  but  remember,  no 
one  is  perfect. 

I  am  not  saying  he  may  not  be  close  to  perfection,  but 
realistically,  he  is  not.  Check  the  brother  out  and  see  if  he  is 
the  right  young  man  because  he  may  not  be  what  you  think 
he  is.  I  can  understand  how  you  feel  because  there  are  not 
many  black  men  who  are  "down  for  the  cause",  and  when 
you  feel  you  have  found  him,  you  are  ready  to  make  him 
yours. 

Sister,  keep  thinking  about  him,  but  do  not  let  him  be  the 
only  thing  you  think  about.  Keep  school  on  your  mind. 
Keep  praying  to  God,  because  if  he  is  the  one,  God  will  let 
you  nave  him.  Be  patient,  because  if  the  relationship  is 
meant  to  be,  time  will  only  mean  seconds,  minutes,  and  hours 
before  the  two  of  you  are  together.  I'm  sure  you'll  be  able  to 
work  it  out. 


Savor  the  flavor  of  'Juice* 


Anthony  M .  Williams 
Onyx  Staff 

Aaahh yeah...  BAM!!!  Here 
we  go  ya'll,  the  first  hype 
black  movie  on  the  scene  in 
'92.  The  movie  with  so 
much  flavor  and  all  the 
things  you  savor  they  just 
had  to  name  it  Juice! 

This  one  hour  and  forty 
minute  movie  is  well  worth 
the  money,  besides  the  fact 
that  we  have  to  support  black 
films  by  any  means  necessary. 

The  film  is  highlighted 
around  four  young  mack  men 
growing  up  in  rTarlem  who 
are  dealing  with  life's 
difficulties  the  best  way  they 
know  how. 

The  main  characters  in  the 
film  are  Quincy,  who  goes  by 
the  name  of  Q  or  G-Q.  He's 
the  neighborhood  D.I.  who 
wants  nothing  more  than  to 


play  his  music.  There  is 
Raheem,  who  is  sort  of  the 
leader  of  the  crew,  Steel,  the 
comic  relief  and  trusty 
sidekick.  And  Bishop,  who 
feels  he  can  only  express  his 
manhood  by  the  amount  of 
fear  he  instills  in  a  man's 
heart  by  pointing  a  gun  and 
controlling  another's  destiny 
in  the  palm  of  his  hand. 

The  director  relates  an 
anti-crime  message  to  the 
audience  by  letting  the 
public  know  that  a  prison 
sentence  or  an  untimely 
landing  in  a  coffin  is  the 
only  outcome  from  a  life  of 
crime. 

The  black  community  is 
faced  with  many  conflicts 
which  have  made  it  hard  for 
it  to  flourish  into  the  type  of 
environment  that  would 
have  a  positive  affect  on 


black  youth.  "Juice"  shows 
this  everyday  reality  and 
stimulates  much  thought  for 
those  who  dare  to  really 
think. 

When  going  to  watch  the 
movie,  keep  in  mind  the 
weapons  that  are  being  used 
in  this  film.  The  gun 
represents  the  mind  of  the 
black  man;  a  mind  that  has 
been  abused. 

This  movie  is  definitely  on 
point  and  I  promise  it  will 
leave  you  with  thoughts 
weighing  heavily  on  your 
mind.  So,  here's  the  scoop: 
the  movie  "Juice"  is  definitely 
a  thirst  quencher,  so  get  it 
while  the  gettin's  good.  I'm 
out.  Peace! 

lBu.-:  Q> r <J-Cp-  T 1^ iff* iiJTiT 


Student  on  the  move 


Vinas  rejuvenates  LASO 


Azell  Murphy 
Onyx  Staff 

Enrique  Vinas  knows  that 
at  sometime  or  another,  all  of 
us  can  use  a  push  in  a  positive 
direction.  So,  when  he 
realized  that  Northeastern 's 
Latin-American  Student 
Organization  (LASO)  had 
not  reached  its  optimal 
potential,  he  decided  to  give 
the  organization  the  extra 
push  he  felt  it  needed. 

This  month  Vinas 
celebrates  his  first  year 
anniversary  as  president  of 
LASO  and  within  one  year 
he  has  brought  the  organ- 
ization a  long  way. 

"I  became  president  of 
LASO  because  I  felt  I  would 
be  able  to  give  the  organ 
izarion  a  positive  push,  strong 
motivation  and  better 
structure,"  the  junior  said. 

When  he  first  took  office, 
Vinas  was  concerned  with 
the  visibility  of  the  organ- 


Enrique  Vinas 

ization  and  made  it  one  of  his 
goals   to   make  LASO's 

Eresence  on  campus  more 
nown. 

His  greatest  success  in  the 
endeavor  came  from  spon- 
siring  a  three  day  Latin 
heritage  exhibit  which  was 
attended  by,  not  only 
Northeastern  students  and 
faculty,  but  also  by  grade 
school  students  and  adult 


students  from  surrounding 
schools. 

Vinas  credits  the  success  of 
the  event  to  all  of  the 
members  of  LASO  who 
worked  together  to  make  the 
event  happen.  Though  all  of 
the  members  share  a  special 
friendship,  Vinas  says  that  for 
him,  an  important  part  of 
being  an  effective  student 
leader  is  learning  the  boun- 
daries between  friendships 
and  business. 

"When  you  accept  a  high 
position,  at  some  point 
people  will  see  you  only  as 
business  and  not  as  a  friend 
anymore.  A  lot  of  my  business 
is  with  friends  and  I  really  try 
to  keep  an  even  balance 
because  I  think  friendship  is 
important  for  student 
organizations,"  said  Vinas. 

Vinas,  who  is  also  on  the 
Committee  for  Renovating 
the  Ell  Center,  believes 

Continued  on  page  8. 


Dean  of  Students  names 
frosh  minority  scholars 


The  Office  of  Minority  of 
Student  Affairs  and  the 
African-American  Institute 
would  like  to  congratulate 
the  following  freshmen 
students  for  making  the 
Deans  Honor  Roll  for  the  fall 
quarter.  Keep  up  the  good 
work. 

Agis,  Xavier 
Ali,  Mohammed 
Bartoli,  Barbara 
Beltran,  Marielba 
Bennett,  Marlon 
Bray,  Dolores 
Brown,  Racquel 
Calamese,  Holly 
Castillo,  Michael 
Castle,  Tank-EUe 
Cerezo,  Raquel 
Cherry,  Aina 
Coleman,  Kevin 


Colon,  Jessica 
Cruz,  Daysi 
Dennis,  Sean 
Ditchfield-Agb,  Edwin 
Fraser,  Clyde 
Gaston,  Herby 
George,  Omari 
Goodwin,  La  Mark 
Guillen,  Jonathan 
Heath,  Yesenia 
Hoard,  Camia 
Hodge,  Geraldine 
Howe,  Stacy 
Jackson,  Celine 
Jean,  Ricot 
Joseph,  Phillip 
LeBrun,  Rony 
Lepe,  Rossana 
Mane,  Joselin 
Maryland,  Lanita 
Mathes,  Stephen 
McCu Hough,  Scott 
Merritt,  Larry 


Monestime,  Shirley 
Murray,  Minaha 
Noe,  Frank 
Pasley,  Keisha 
Pedreros,  John 
Presume,  Fitzgerald 
Price,  Damon 
Pugh,  Bruce 
Rivera,  Jasmin 
Robinson,  Malik 
Segarra,  Christine 
Simon,  Keith 
Toussaint,  Macken 
Trice,  Kevin 
Vialva,  Laura 


The  Office  of  Minority 
Student  Affairs  has 
developed  a  freshman  "Wall 
of  Fame".  The  above 
freshman  are  invited  to  come 
to  203  Ell  to  take  a  snap  shot. 


Watch  for  us 
every  month! 
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Students  brave  cold  to  salute  King 


Tribute  features  Rodney  X 


By  Dell  Hamilton 
Onyx  Staff 

Despite  the  bitter  cold 
temperatures,  Northeastern 
Black  Student  Association 
members  and  students  braved 
the  free2ing  winds  to  pay  their 
own  special  tribute  to  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  With 
candles  in  hand,  students 
marched  singing  'Lift  Every 
Voice",  the  black  national 
anthem  and  the  civil  rights 
spiritual,  'We  Snail 
Overcome.' 

The  program  was  put 
together  by  both  freshmen 
and  upper-classmen  not  only 
to  celebrate  King's  birthday 
but  also  to  prepare  for  Black 
History  Month  according  to 
Quan  Smith,  president  of 
NBSA. 

Valencia  Hughes,  a 
graduating  senior,  read 
Langston  Hughes'  poem, 
'Freedom  Train'  that  reminds 
blacks  not  to  be  complacent 
because  "freedom  ain't 
freedom  when  freedom  ain't 
free."  The  evening  was  also 
complimented  with  a  musical 
selection  by  Tisha  Dom  and 
performances  by  the  Roxbury 
Boys  and  Girls  Club's 
ensemble  group,  Bits  and 
Pieces. 

Brother  Rodney  X,  the 
keynote  speaker,  commented 
on  some  of  the  chronic 


problems  facing  black 
communities  today  such  as 
unemployment,  black  on 
black  crime,  drugs  and  the 
insidious  AIDS  virus. 

X,  a  Northeastern  graduate 
who  is  now  an  active 
member  at  Muhammad's 
Mosque  #1 1  in  Roxbury,  said 

"I  never  had  to 
run  from  the  Ku 
KIux  Klan  and  I 
shouldn't  have  to 
run  from  a  black 
man." 

-  Rodney  X,  quoting 
Kool  Moe  Dee 


that  students  need  to  utilize 
all  of  Northeastern's 
resources  to  graduate  so  that 
they  can  provide  com- 
munities with  their 
knowledge. 

X  said  that  he  has  surmised 
from  television  and 
newspapers  that  new  black 
leadership  is  badly  needed. 
It  seems,  he  said,  that  blacks 
are  too  quick  to  follow  the 
"wrong  leadership."  Young 


Bits  and  Pieces  performs  at  Northeastern  Black  Students  Association  at  the  African- 
American  Institute  Jan.  1 6.  (Photo  by  Jeff  Craddock) 


people  should  be  a  part  of 
that  new  breed  of  leadership 
to  offset  the  "rabid-blood, 
scared  to  death,  negro 
leadership  of  today,"  he  said. 

Blacks  should  always  be 
mindful  of  those  that  died 
and  came  before  them  and 
be  aware  that  history  is 
repeating  itself,  he  said. 
Currently,  X  said,  blacks  are 
experiencing  more  wide- 
spread suffering  than  before. 
They  are  also  mistakenly 
working  on  "colored-people's 
time,"  ne  said.  "You  must 
know  the  past  to  deal  with 


"Soul  Cuisine  at  its  finest." 


Monday  -  Saturday:  8  a.m.  -  9  p.m. 
Sunday:  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 

Catering  &  Take-Out  Available 
604  Columbus  Avenue,  Boston  •  536-6204  •  553-0535 

Mon.  and  Wed.  Buy  one  entree  &  gel  one  at  1/2  price  with  student  ID 


the  present  and  be  wiser  in 
the  future,"  he  said. 

Black  men  are  especially  at 
fault,  he  said.  Black  men  are 
not  sharing  the  res- 
ponsibilities of  working  in 
their  communities  or  student 
organizations,  he  admitted. 

'  I  never  had  to  run  from 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  I 
shouldn't  have  to  run  from  a 
black  man,"  he  said.  Using 
an  old  Kool  Moe  Dee  rap 
lyric,  X  illustrated  that  blacks 
have  become  their  own  worst 
enemies  through  violent 
crimes  in  their  communities. 


X's  message  lies  in  that  all 
blacks  must  come  together  to 
serve  and  help  other  blacks 
strive  for  progress  and 


Audience  participants  and 
Northeastern  students 
topped  off  the  speech  with  a 
symbolic  ceremony.  Small 
pieces  of  concrete  were  given 
out  to  represent  things  that 
should  be  restored  all  black 
communities.  Love,  respect, 
trust  and  unity  were  the  most 
common  themes. 


Paradox 
I  am  feared 
Because  1  fear  not 

I  stand  alone, 
though  I  am  In  a 

crowd. 
I  am  easily  Seen 
But  yet  invisible. 
I  am  strong* 
But  drained  of  power. 

I  am  the  civilizer. 
But  called  uncivilized. 
I  have  fed  the  world 
with  my  rich  culture, 

But  yet,  I  starve. 
I  built  this  country, 
But  Have  no  home. 
1  toil  all  day, 
But  called  lazy. 
I  speak  the  truth  loud 
and  clear, 


siorxs 

But  not  heard. 
I  speak  of  freedom  in 
the  land  of  the  free, 
And  for  this  I  am 

confined. 
I  am  expected  to  be 
twice  everything, 
But  considered  2/5 
less. 
I  discovered  the 
light, 
But  dwell  in 
darkness. 
Beware  white  man- 
Herein  lies  the 
ultimate  Paradox; 
I  am  tired, 
But  have  no 
intention  of  rest! 

By  Anthony  (Moon) 
Williams 


•  Student  on  the  move 


Continued  from  page  7. 

presiding  over  LASO  is  the 
extra  push  in  a  positive 
direction  which  he  needs  to 
make  a  smooth  transition 
into  the  real  working  world 
and  encourages  any  student 
who  is  considering  running 
for  a  high  office. 

"It's  just  like  having  a  great 
co-op.  You  get  hands-on 


experience  and  a  taste  of 
what  it  is  like  in  the  business 
world,"  Vinas  said. 

Though  LASO  is  a  tightly 
knit  organization,  it  is  by  no 
means  exclusive.  The  club 
welcomes  U.S.  bom  Latinos, 
second  generation  Latinos, 
Latinos  from  all  over  the 
world  and  even  non-Latino 
people  who  have  an  interest 
in  the  culture. 


